THE  ZONES

purposes they are closed one day in two. The number of
permits issued is fifty, twenty, or ten a day, depending
on the goodwill of "ces messieurs.'3 A person with a
medical certificate who wishes to go to a dying mother
will be refused a permit after many requests. Another,
applying under pretext of having an inheritance to deal
with, will obtain it straight off.

The first arrivals in the Rue de Gallilee have the best
chance, so applicants for permits try to be among them.
The queue starts to form at 5 a.m. How do these people,
many coming from a good distance, manage to be at the
Rue de Gallilee at so early an hour when travel before
5 a.m. is forbidden?

They sleep in neighbouring hotels or pay to stay in the
corridors of a near-by building. For five francs they have
the privilege of standing all night. A friend who wished
for a permit to spend her holidays with her family left
home at half-past three in the morning, carrying her shoes
and wearing slippers to avoid making any noise in the
street. She crossed Paris, dodging patrols and police who
would not have failed to take her under arrest. I must
admit that she was repaid for her trouble, for she obtained
the longed-for permit at her first request.

Arjned with a precious permit one may take the train
without being obliged to make extravagant railway
detours. At the demarcation line, German officers mount
the train and search suitcases, handbags, and brief-cases.
Suspects are stripped to ensure that they carry no letters
or secrets. A delay of two hours is usual.

The small number of permits granted makes it necessary
for the French to try and cross the demarcation line
without authorisation. Here Systeme Dl comes into full

1 Systeme D: an expression used during 1914-18 meaning "se de-
brouiller." This is a creed of the French. The Germans loathe Systems D
because they always find out too late that they have been tricked.
Systeme D, as employed by the French, obstructs the Germans and
nullifies their actions where it does not actively oppose them. Systems D
has been condemned by the collaborationist papers, but has not yet
been executed. It is a synthesis of "being in the know/' "wangling/*
"managing," and "shifting for oneself/'
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